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the assumption that plague among the ship rats had preceded the out- 
break. 

Recently 2 ships have arrived in European ports, on which rat 
plague was clearly proved to exist. Cases of plague among the people 
on board, however, were not ascertained. Both point to Smyrna as 
the suspected source of infection. They show clearly enough the danger 
which threatens our ports through the ship-borne rats. 

Chart showing course of plague since 1894. 

Berlin, Germany, November 26, 1901. 

Sir : 1 have the honor to transmit herewith a chart published by the 
imperial health office at Berlin, showing the course of the plague since 
1894. The map was included as an illustration in the article: "The 
plague among ship-borne rats and its epidemiological importance," by 
Professor Kossell of the imperial health office and Dr. Noeht, physician 
at the port of Hamburg, appearing in volume 18 of the works of the 
said office, and of which a synopsis is forwarded. The dotted red line 
indicates the steamship routes. A cross stands for a single case and a dot 
indicates an epidemic, the various periods being shown by the different 
colors, viz, blue, yellow, green, red, and black. A small circle within a 
larger one means endemic center. 

Beferring to the chart, the authors of the article say : 

"If we follow the plague on the way it has taken, after it had 
descended from its mountain home into the interior of the Asiatic Con- 
tinent, thence to the coast, and since 1894, when it broke out in Hong- 
kong and appeared at the doors of the world's traffic, we next watch 
how it spread out toward the west and then, in the most different direc- 
tions, at one time slowly crawling from place to place, at another sud- 
denly appearing in remote corners of the earth." 

Hoping the map may be of some interest to you, 

Bespeetfully, Frank H. Mason, 

United States Consul- General. 

The Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

HAWAII. 

Report of quarantine on outgoing vessels. 

Honolulu, H. I., January 21, 1902. 
Sir : I have the honor to report the outgoing quarantine transactions 
at this port for the week ended January 18, 1902, as follows: Number 
of steamers inspected and passed, 2 ; number of sailing vessels inspected 
and passed, 7 ; number of cabin passengers inspected and passed, 50 ; 
number of steerage passengers inspected and passed, 56; number of 
crew inspected and passed, 128; number of pieces of baggage disin- 
fected, 105 ; number of sailing vessels disinfected, 7 ; number of inter- 
island steamships disinfected, 2 ; number of wharves fumigated, 1. 
Bespeetfully, L. E. Cofer, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S., 

Chief Quarantine Officer, Hawaii. 
The Surgeon- General, 

TJ. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 



